
IHDEPMDEHr POLiriOS Iff KAN-

SAS CITY.

Those who have watched the news

columns of the daily press have prob-

ably observed what is called the in-

dependent movement in the politics
of Kansas City. The Star has en-

thusiastically championed this move-men- t,

and to read its daily utterances
upon the subject the old mossback
democrats and republicans must
wonder what is the matter with the
grand old parties m Kansas City.
Take a few selections as samples
from the issne of February 8:

Thb entibx cm has bisn aboubid to thi
xxioxaoiis of thi BitUATXuv, and from un
expected quarters aaeiatanoe baa beea given,
encouragement tffered and praotioal as well
as moral support proffered, until many ele-

ments are to secure a clearing
out of the city ball and installing therein an
administration for th9 city's good.

Thi chix7 fbatubi of the new movement
which mobt strongly commends it to voters'

is thi babio flame of what might be termed
the platform, wherein it is plainly stated
that the sole object is to free the cily from the

rule of the pdrtisan. That politics ouaht not be

be longer allowed to dominate every action of the

city's head is a declaration that is warmly in
dorsed by all who have mdde municipal govern-

ment a study.

Politician must M relegated to the background
and boHrtm must be stamped out. Useless offices
must be abolished, pay rod pruned to a point
where efficiency may be maintained and the gov-

ernment kept free from the rapacious spoilsmen.

Onr intrants can best be advanced by a but--

nest admlnM'atlon of city affairs. Men should
be cUcted who will govern public malttrs as they
would a private lniincs. Xo busintss mm
asks thi wlitlcs of a man he employs. He looks
only to his qualifications and fitness fur the
place. So we should do tn oxr city administra
tion.

When the city government is run on the same
plan we won't have political jobbery that makes
us blush when we hear others speak of it and our
city government with a success.

The question that will naturally
present itself to the average reader
is whether what is true respecting to
old parties in Kansas City is not like-

wise true of the whole country, If
an independent movement ia neces-

sary in Kansas City to free that mu-

nicipality from "rapacious spoilsmen"
is it not equally necessary elsewhere?
Are the old parties more corrupt in
that city than in other places ? Why
would it not be good policy for peo-

ple generally throughout the country
to consult together respecting their
interests and exercise the same ppiiit
of independence everywhere to lib-

erate the whole country from "rapa-

cious spoilsmen."

' The Washington letters of Mrs.
Diggs glow with truth and sparkle
with satire, and they are growing
brighter every week.

COLD TACTS FOB FARMEBS TO

THINK ABOUT.

The monthly reports of the statist!
cian of the United States department
of agriculture contain some in forma
tion that somehow fails to find i

place in the columns of the great
newspapers (T) of the country. Take
the following, for example, from the
report of December 11, 1803:

The statistical returns of the department
of asrioulturf for the month of Deoember
are devoted principally to the indication of
the average prioes of the various products
of tbe faro at the points of production or
ia the nearest local markets.

Corn The value of oorn is 37 cents per
rkdU or 2.4 eeata lower than the eorre

spocding prices last year, which was 39 4
eenta per bushel. This year's prioe per
bushel is lower by 2 3 wmts than the aver
age ror tee aeoaao iasu to isbsj, ana e l
cents Its than the average for the three
yars 1800 to 1893. The range of prices in
the e&fltern ttes is from 57 to 71 oenta.
from 40 to 55 eenta in the middle Atlantic
states, and frm 39 to 63 cents in the cotton
states. In Kentucky the price is 43 cents;
40 in Ohio, 47 in Michigan: 88 in Indian;
31 in Illinois, Missouri and Kansas, and 25
cents in lowa and Nebraska.

Wheat The average price of wheat is
52.1 cents per bushel. The next lowest
rrie in the twenty throe years from 1870 to
1893, inoiusive, was 64.5 cent, in ism i ns
arag for the ten years 1870 to 1879 was
104.9, and for the ten year 1870 to 1879 was
while for the three yeirs 1890 to 1892, it was
76 6. The decline from the average of the
last throe preceding years, in two of which,
viz: 1891 and 1892. occurred the largest
yields io be history of the country, is 24.5
oents, or 32 pr oen. Tbe principal state
rrioe are: Nw York, 76; PennsylvjnU,
68; Virginia, 63; Georgia, 90; Txa, 58;
KAmuAky, Unio ana fliiomgan. oy; ioaian.
52; Illinois and Minntsotn, 51; lows, 49;
Missouri, 47; Kansas, 43; Nebraska, 38;
South Dakota, 44; North Dakota, 43; Cali-

fornia, 51.

So much for the great staple pro
ducts of the northwest What of the
south?

Cotton The average plantation price of
cotton, as show a by the department re
ports, was on December l, b S9 oents per
pound, as against 8 4 per pound on the
same date last year, showing a decline of
1.41 oents, notwithstanding the unfavorable
indications as to yield, as reported for the
current year. This price is 1.2 oents lower
thaa the average plantation prioe for the
seven preceding years, during which the
range waa from 8.6 cents to 7.4 oents, aver'
aging 8 2 oents.

The reader will bear in mind that
these are all average prices. The re
port dated February 10, 1894, dels
with farm animals, and here is what
it says:

la prices, horses have declined 21.9 per
cent, mulf s 12 per cent., miloh ouws have
remained almost stationary, but with in
creasing tendenny, while oxen and other
cattle have loot 3 8 per cent. There has been
a decline in the price of horses throughout
the oountry. excepting in the states of
Rhode Island and Idaho. The range of
niioes is from $15 80 per head in New Mex
ioo to $95 43 in Rhode Island, the average
being $47 83. The price of miloh cows has
advanoed in some sections, but toe decline
in other parts of the oountry has so nearly
offset the increase that the average of the
oountry remains at about the figures of 1893.

The decline in the prioe of sheep na been
considerable, notwithstanding the decided
decrease in numbers. Hogs have also fallen
in rrio, but there is every appearance of a
rapid recovery.

There is something out of gear in
that "equation of demand and sup-
ply" in the sheep market

A comparison of the cumbers and values
for two years past is present d as follows:
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Now, let us supplement these facta
from the department of sericulture
with a few facts from Dan's weekly
review of February 16.

Wheat at 60 oents is not only lower by
ixi oents thau it wan for a single day last
year, but lower by 13 cents than it had
ever been in the pi evioua 77 years.
Corn and other products fluctuated but lit-

tle though receipts of earn were large. Cot-

ton declined an eighth with increasing dis-

trust on short orop estimates.

It will be observed that though
prices have fallen more rapidly in the
last year than formerly there has
been a gradaal and steady decline
for the past twenty years. The
causes that have operated to produce
this result were set at work during
and immediately after tbe war and
the culmination of their effects nr'ghc
naturally be expected to be more
rapid as time advances. We now de
sire to place in contrast wnn me
above another class of facts which
make a somewhat different showing.
Ia Rhode's Journal of Banking for
Jane, 1891, we find the following
statement of "the earning power of
thirty banking institutions of New
York city:"

BANK OR TRUST COMPANY.

Chemical National Bank
First National uanjc
Fifth Avenue Bank.
Central Trust Company
United States Trust company
Union Trust Company
Farmers' Loan and Trust Company. . .

Murray II ill Bank
Importers and Traders' Nat. Bank.. ..
Mt. Morris Bank
New York County National
National City Baik
German Exchange Bank
Germania Bank
N. Y. Life Insurance and Trust Co....
Fifth National Bank
Atlantlo Trust Company
Sixth National Bank
Bank of the Metropolis
Bowery Bank
Chase National Bank
Eleventh Ward Bank
Garfield National Bank
National Broadway Bank.
Chatham Bank
Hanover National Bank
People's Bank
Gallatin National
Oriental Bank
Merchants' and Traders' Bank.

150.000

Total

From the American Banker of Jan-

uary 31, 1894, we the following
statement of value of stocks
of of the named:

Bowery
Central Trust Co.
Chase National.
Chatham

Nat

Fifth
Gallatin

Germania...

ifeTrad.
aiecnan & rraa
Murray
N. Y. County.

100
100
100

25
100

25
100

50
50

100
100
100

25
50

100

316
128
338
817
2572
347
1136
2.VJ

855
393
295
491
206
513

61

2h3
120
225
350
4040
275
625
310

400i
365
310!4'
560
175
813
615

250
115
450
350
4000
200
2000
290
350
800
300
550
140

Old

300,000
500,000
100,000

1,000,000
2,000,000
1,000.000
1,000.000

100,000
1,500,000

100,000
200.000

1,000,000
200000
200,000

1,000,000

500,000
200,000
300.000
250.000
500,000
100,000
20,000

1,000,000
450.000

1,000.000
200,000

1,000,000
800.000
200,000

1830,284

copy
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Kleventh Ward.
Avenue...

Garfield.

Hanover.

HllL..

122

400
4500

350
580
160

This list might be continued, but it
is unnecessary. It is not difficult to
see who is feeding the cow and who
is gettiog the milk. These facts
show the conditions to a
quarter of a centnry of republican
rule has brought us; and when we
ask the Topeka Capital, the great
oraole of Kansas republicanism, what
remedy the republican has to
propose for these conditions, it
frankly confesses that it has none
whatever that the thing to do is to
"kep a stiff upper lip and let
take her course."

Probably men who read nothing
but republican will acquiesce
in this remedy, but readers of the
Advocate are increasing
every will have better eensa.

THE GULF AUD IHTE23TATE BAIL-B0A- D.

The Capital is very to
know our opinion of the Gulf and
Interstate railroad scheme. The Cap
ital in its zeal to condemn everything
that any individual Populist may
have anything to do with as visionary
and impracticable, not unfnquently
makes itself extremely ridiculous.
This railroad scheme received its
first indorsement in the legislature of
South Dakota when both branches of
that legislature were republican. It
received its second indorsment in
the legislature of Nebraska when
both branches of that legislature
were republican. The first call for a
convention to provide for the execu-

tion of the soheme was made by the
republican governor of Nebraska,
and men of all parties participated in
that convention. The scheme was
hatched from a republican egg and
in a republican nest If the egg was
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rotten it is no more than might be
expected considering its source. If a
few Populists have j jined in to try and
give the chicken a decent bringing up
it is probably with the hope of being
able to give it character and respect-

ability, and we have been waiting to
sea what success would attend their
efforts. Although of suspicious or-

igin we do not wish to ruin its char-

acter prematurely by reflections upon
its early associations if there is any
chance to improve the breed by a
cross. While it is not a Populist
chicken, therefore we shall not at
present undertake to interfere with
its bringing up until we see further
what kind a bird it is likely to make.
All we have to say about it now is
that the People's party is not respon-
sible for it. If the Capital will turn
its eagle eye towards the Omaha
platform, it will discover the genuine
doctrines of the People's party, and
by confining its attention to that
document when it wishes to indulge
in any criticism of our party it may
save the expenditure of a great deal
of superfluouM wind.

You don't hear mnch of lata from
prosperity papers about the threa
kindj of ruin the Omaha declaration
epoks of.
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